INTRODUCTION to FORMULA WINDSURFING  for YOUTH AND JUNIOR RACERS.

BACKGROUND
After the formation of the International Formula Windsurfing Class (IFWC) in December 2000, the elected Committee set to work identifying the priorities ahead -Youth and Junior structure and development was one of those priorities .
Some fundamental principles outlined then, remain true today:
ˇ open class meaning you choose the board and rig that meets your body weight and size;
ˇ multi-manufacturer ensuring world wide availability and competitive pricing;
ˇ modern designs but durable construction;
ˇ limitations on the amount of equipment.

DIVISIONS -Age Groups:

YOUTH - is a boy or girl who is less than 20 years old.
JUNIOR - is a boy or girl who is less than 17 years old.

Competitors must not be older than the maximum age limit for that division by the 31 st December in the year of competition.

EQUIPMENT LIMITATIONS- normal Class Rules apply:
YOUTH - the máximum sail size permitted is 11.0 sq.m.
JUNIOR - the maximum sail size permitted is 10.0 sq.m. 

During a series of races (eg a Championship regatta) not more than 1 board , 3 sails and 3 fins may be used. 
You will be required to list the equipment to be used on a Equipment Inspection Form, BEFORE racing starts.
Only 1 board, 1 sail and 1 fin shall be used during a race.
Limited equipment cannot be altered in any way, without the permission of the Race Committee, who will consult with the Event Equipoment Inspector. Should you damage your registered equipment during an event, and it cannot be repaired before the next race, the Race Committee may permit substitution of the damaged equipment on a “like for like” basis.

BOARD REPAIRS: you are permitted to make normal repairs to a damaged board so long as the board keeps its original shape and characteristics. Major changes to the underside, and deliberate removal of the finishing coat(s) are NOT permitted.

SAIL NUMBERS: you must carry identification on your sail ; that is your National letters (3 letters) and National number; in a colour that contrasts strongly with the body of the sail; on both sides of the sail; firmly attached; and clearly legible.  The preferred method is to place them “back to back” on  a White background.  See  also- Adverising Code & Sail Identification.
Make sure your letters and numbers are big enough and clear enough. 


CHAMPIONSHIPS, TITLES and EVENTS 
 

As an ISAF approved International Class FW has additional World Titles, one of which is allocated to Youth. 
The IFWC Youth World Championship is incorporated into a Formula Windsurfing Festival, with división for Junior, and youth girl, competing for Class Titles and Prizes.  The Festival includes Formula Masters World Championship and Formula Experience World Championship.

This structure is applied at Continental level wherever possible.
A Youth Forum will be conducted during the Youth Championships, giving the opportunity for sailors, parents and coaches to discus with class officials any aspect of formula racing .
At festival events every effort will be made to run  Coaching/ Skills Clinics. Not everyone has access to coaching. TOP formula racers and  coaches will be invited to share their knowledge and experience with you

Any areas of uncertainty you have, comments you wish to make, questions you want to ask: 
CONTACT - – fw@internationalwindsurfing.com

